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or THE. 


CHURCH 
8 * 0 ＋ © A N b., 


Begun at Edaburgh, the 15th Day of Mc b and 


concluded the 28th Tay of the {ai iid Mon and Tear. 


The Kine's Commiſſion to Davrp Earl 25 
of LEVEN produced, and n . 
de rea. 


1 May 15. 17 g . 

E General Aſſembly of this National Church 
being convened and n there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Ri Honourable Da- 
vid Earl of Leven, en Ning s Commiſſion, 
ſealed with the Seal appo xa, by the Treaty 

of Union to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the 
Great Seal of Scotland, 3 * conſticuting him his 


4 * 


4 7 be 4a of the 
Majeſty” s High 8 oner and Repreſcainaive ; in this 
Aſſembly, of the fame tenor with the Commiſſion grant. 
ed to his Lordſhip laft year; which Commiſſion was pu- 
blicly read with all due honour and reſpect, and ordered 
to be recorded in the Books of Aſſembly. 


EORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magne Britanniæ, Franciæ, et Hi. 
bernie, Rex, Fidei Defenſor : Omnibus probis hominibus, ad 


| quos pre eſentes liters pervenerint. RQuandoguidem nos conſide. 


rantes, quod generalis eccleſie Scatiæ conventus in decimum ſe eptimum 
diem Mail praximi convenire ordinatus fuit ; noſque abunde cupidi, 
quinetiam neceſſurjum eſſe judicantes in ommodum ditt. ecclefie, ut 
idem generalis conventus die flatuto debite obhſervetur, atque rebus 
magni momenti nos alio vocantibus, dict. conventui per ſonaliter inter. 

efſe nequimus ; noſque abunde ſatisfacti de ſufficientia et fidelitate 

fidelifft mu et dilectiffemi noſtri conſanguinei, Davidis Comitis de Le. 
ven, quod ad ſummum munus naſtri ſupremi Commiſſionarii ad dictum 
generalem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum /quequaque 
ft "inſtrufus * Noveritis igitur, nos nominaffe, cunſtituiſſe, ordi. 
naſe,  tenoreque preſentium, nominare, conſtituere, et ordinare, 


fideliſſimum et dilectiſſimum noſtrum conſanguincum Davidem Comi- 


tem de Leven, ſupremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium ditto general eccle- 
fie Scotiæ conventui, dando et concedendo illi plenam poteſtatem, com- 
miſſionem, et warrantum, ſacram- noſtram perſonam et auctoritaten 


. regalem repreſentandi, nec non praſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et lo- 


cum noſtrum, in ditto ſubſequenti generali conventu, tanquam Commiſ- 
fronario noſtro ad hunc effeftum ſpecialiter conſtituto, tenendi, omniaque 
alia ad imperium et munus Commiſſionarii pro generali ecclefie conventu 
peragends, tam plene afiaque libere in quauis reſpechu, quam quelibet alius 
in eodem ſummo munere Fecerat, ſeu QUOULS tempore preterito facere 


' potuerat, et ac fi nos ip perfonatiter praſentes facere potuerimus. 


DPucque omnia et fingula que diftus David Comes de Leven in bac 

noſtra commiſſione proſequenda legitime. fecerit, ſeu fieri ordinaverit, 
nos firmiter approbamus, et habituri ſumus. Omnibus et fingulis in. 
ſuper dict. ecclefie paſtoribus, et preſbyteris cateriſque quibuſcungue, 
intra illam partem Magne Britanniæ Seotiam vocatam, fubditts no- 


ftris, eujuſeungue gradus feu qualitatis, ftritte preciptmus es manda- 
mul, ut dictum Davidem Comitem de Leven, tunguam . ſupremum 


ngſtrum Commiſſionarium aid effettum er modum pra memorat. reve- 
reantur, agnoſcant, et dict. ipfius auttientes /e preebeant : Atque hanc | 


noftram commiſſionem a dicto decimo ſeptimo die Maii proximi incipere, 
Li dein. et dvrance bac en Nun lick. e Comventus 


continuare,. 


” 
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continuare, declaramus, vel uſque dum a nobis revocabitur, et exone- 
rabitur. In cujus ret teſtimonium, preſentibus figillum noſtrum per 
unionis tractatum cuſtodiend. et in Scotia, vice et loco Magn Sigill: 
ejuſdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus. Apud aulam neſtram : 
apud St Fames s,,trigefimo die menſis Aprilis, anno Domini millefimo 
ſeptingenteftmo et oftog efemo-ſeptimo, Regnique noſtri anno vi geſimo- 


LY 


ſeptimo. > 2 | FS ; 
Per fignaturam manu S. D. N. Regis fupraſeripy  , 
— 
l. 
The KinG”s moſt gracious Letter to the 


General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 1 


IohT REVEREND and Well-beloved, We greet you 
well. Your conſtant endeavours in the ſupport of 
| Religion and Virtue, your equitable proceedings in all 
matters which come before you, and your uniform zeal 
for the dignity of Our Perſon and Government, have 
juſtly entitled you to thoſe marks of approbation, which 
We have hitherto with ſo much ſatisfaction given to you. 

Such a laudable conduct will always meet with Our Ap- 
probation, and will inſure Our Royal Protection, in the 
ſupport and maintenance of the Church of Scotland, in 
all its juſt rights and privileges, as eſtabliſned by law. 
We repeat Our exhortations to you, to ſuppreſs all unne- 
ceſſary diſcuſſions, and to diſcountenance all private and 
perſonal animoſities; to attend ſtrictly to the true pur- 
poſes for which you are aſſembled; to continue your en- 
deavours to check and diſcountenance every ſpecies of 
vice, licentiouſneſs, and diſcord, and for the promotion 
and encouragement of every Chriſtian virtue. Our Right 


Truſty, and Right Well- beloved Couſin, David Earl of Le- 
ven, has fo ſtrongly ſhe wn his attachment to the intereſts of 


* 
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his country, as well as his loyalty and fidelity to Our 
Perſon and Government, and you have fo often expe. 
rienced his endeavours to execute with uprightneſs, the 
high and important truſt of Our Lord High Commic. 
fioner to the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scot. 
land, that We are confident Our re-appointment of him to 
that great office will be acceptable to you. And we 
truſt that you will attend to theſe Our recommendations 
in preſerving unanimity and brotherly love among you 
in your councils, and ſecure to yourſelves a happy con- 
cluſion of the preſent Aſſembly; and ſo We bid you 
heartily farewell. Given at Our Court at St James's, 
the 7th day of May 1787, in the 27th year of Our 

Reign. — | : 

By his Majeſty's Command, 
SYDNEY, 


Adareſſed thus : To the Right Reverend and Well-beloyed 
the Moderator, Miniſters and Elders of the General 


Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
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III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 
| May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 
WE receive with the moſt dutiful reſpect, the honour 
done us by your Majeſty's moſt gracious let- 
ter. | | BEIT 1 5 | 
It gives us great ſatisfaction, that our humble endea- 
vours in the ſupport of Religion and Virtue, the equitable 
proceedings of our Aſſemblies, and our uniform zeal 
for the dignity. of your Sacred Perſon and Govern- 


ment have recommended us to thoſe marks of approba- 


= tion, 
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tion, with which your Majeſty hath been hitherto plea- 
ſed to honour us. IS 1 

By the ſame laudable conduct, we truſt, we ſhall ob- 
tain the ſame Royal approbation, and inſure to the 
Church of Scotland, your Majeſty's protection, in the 
ſupport and maintenance of all her juſt rights and privi- 
| leges as eſtabliſhed by law. 5 8 

Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that, avoiding all un- 
neceſſary diſcuſſions, and all private and- perſonal animo- 
ſities, we ſhall ſtrictly keep in view the great purpoſes of 
our preſent meeting; and that, depending upon the bleſ- 
ſing of God, we ſhall always conſider it as our honour to 
exert our conſtant endeavours, to check and diſcounte- 
nance every ſpecies of vice, licentiouſneſs and diſcord, 
and to promote and encourage every Chriſtian virtue 
among the people committed to our care. 

The loyalty and fidelity of the Right Honourable the 
Farl of Leven, his uprightneſs in 'the diſcharge of his 
high and important truſt, as well as his regard to religion, 
and the intereſts of his Country and of this Church, are 
ſo well known to us, as to render your Majeſty's choice 
of him, to repreſent your Sacred Perſon in this Aſſembly, 
a freſh mark of your Royal Favour ; and we truſt we + 
ſhall ſhew to him all that reſpect which is due to the re- 
preſentative of our Sovereign, and ſecure to ourſelves a 
happy concluſion of this Aſſembly, by preſerving in our 
councils that brotherly love, and, as far as poſſible, that 
unanimity which your Majefty recommends. 

Your Majeſty's Donation of one thouſand pounds, we 
accept with all gratitude, as a proof of the continuance 
of your Majeſty's paternal concern for the ſpiritual as 
well as temporal interefts of your people, even in the 
moſt remote and uncultivated parts of your kingdoms ; 
and it ſhall be our ſtudy to apply it in ſuch a manner, as 
may moſt effectually promote the pious and benevolent 

purpoſes of the Royal Donor. 

That God may abundantly bleſs your Majeſty : That he 
may continue to guard from every danger, a life ſo dear 
to your Majeſty's ſubjects, and ſo precious to the religion 
and liberties of this country : That he may direct your 
councils, proſper your adminiſtration, and eſtabliſh your 
throne in righteouſneſs : That he may pour down his 
beſt bleſſing upon your Royal Conſort the Queen, the 
Princg of Wales, and all the Royal Family, endow them 

| | plüenteouſly 
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plenteouſly with the Gifts of his Spirit, and fit them for 
the duties of their exalted ſtation: That he may main. 
tain the ſucceſſion to the Crown of theſe kingdoms, in 
your Illuſtrious Family to the lateſt ages; and that after 
a long and happy reign, over a: great and free people 
vou may, through the merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be 
.crowned with eternal glory in Heaven, is the moſt fer. 
vent prayer of, 7 
Mlay it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
__ Moſt obedient, OM 
And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met. in this National 
Allembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


ROBERT LISTON, Mad. 


%%% %%% %%% 


IV. 
Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, and 

for managing his Majeſty's Royal 

B ounty for that end. nk 


HE General Aſſembly do hereby nominate and ap-. 
1 point the Reverend Mr Robert Liſton, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Aberdour, their Moderator, all the mini- 
ſters who are members of the Preſbytery of Edinburgb, 
Mr David Swan at Scoonie, Mr Andrew Hutton at Kil- 
manie, Profeſſor George Hill, Principal M*Cormick, Dr 
James Playfair at Meigle, Mr John Webſter at Inverarity, 
Or James Blinſhall at Dundee, Mr Alexander Mackie at 
| 40 & | N Aberbrothock, 


— 
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Aberbrothock, Mr James Wilſon at Marytown, Mr Alex 

ander Leſlie at Fordown, Dr Duncan Shaw at Aberdeen, 

Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, Mr Robert Lumſden 
at Kildrummy, Mr John Roſe at Udney, Mr William 
Davidſon at Inverury, Mr John Lundie at Loanmay, Mr 
Andrew Skeene at Banff, Mr John Cooper at Glaſs, Mr 
lohn Grant at Kirkmichael, Mr William Gordon at Ur- 
qubart, Mr Alexander Coul at Edinkilly, Mr Alexander 
Fraſer at Kirkhill, Mr Alexander Wood at Roſemarkie, 
Mr John Urquhart at Fearn, Mr Colin Mackenzie at Fo- 
derty, Mr Donald Mackinnon at Strath, Mr Alexander 
Mackay at Barvas, Mr John Macqueen at Applecroſs, 
Mr Walter Roſs at Clyne, Mr Patrick Nicholſon at Thur- 
ſo, Mr John Scollay at St Andrew's, Mr Francis Liddle 
at Orphir, Mr William Mitchell at Pingwall, Mr James 

Lindfay at Kirkliſton, Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, 

Mr John Hamilton at Bolton, Dr William Dalglieſh at 
Peebles, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr Daniel 
Macqueen at Preſtonkirk, Mr William Simpſon at Green- 
law, Dr Walter Anderſon at Churnſide, Mr Robert Turn- 
bull at Sprouſton, Mr Thomas Elliot at Cavers, Mr John 
Mertown at Merton, Mr Robert Douglas at Galaſhiels, 
Mr John Ruſſel at Canonby, Mr David Donaldſon at - 
Wamphry, Mr William Keyden at Penpont, Mr George 
Duncan at Lochrutton, Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcud- 
bright, Dr William Boyd at Penningham, Mr John Coul- 
ter at Stranrawer, Dr William Dalrymple at Ayr, Mr 
Arthur Ouchterſon at Kilbride, Dr John Snodgraſs at 
Paiſley, Mr Archibald Bruce at Shotts, Mr Joſeph Crich- 
ton at Carſtairs, Dr William Taylor at Glaſgow, Mr James 
Cooper at Baldernock, Mr John Mackinnon at Kilmodan, 
Mr Robert Thomſon at Killean, Mr Joſeph Macintyre at 
Glenorchy, Mr Patrick Macarthur at Toroſay, Mr Tho- 
mas Fleeming at Kenmore, Mr Hary Inglis at Fortiviot, 
Mr Robert Ure at Airth, Mr John Wright at Trinity- 
gaſk, Mr James Robertſon at Callender, Miniſters ; Sir 
Charles Preſton, Mr James Fergus at Kirkaldy, Andrew 
Hamilton, Eſq; Provoſt of Kinghorn, Colonel Monypen- 
ny, Dr Andrew Duncan, Mr George Imlach writer, Mr 
Thomas Miln merchant, Mr Thomas Duncan writer, Mr 
Alexander Burnet advocate, Mr John Moſman, Profeſſor 
Playfair, Mr Cunningham of Hyndhope, William Macdo- 
nald, Eſq; of Reneaton, John Gordon of Craig, Eſq; George 
Buchan-Hepburn, Eſq; Mr John Taylor writer, Mr John 
Robertſon writer, Mr John Ruſſel junior, writer, Baron 
Gordon, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr Thomas Gordon ny, : 

| n ö alter 
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Walter Dunbar, Eſq; Mr Ludovick Grant junior, write; 
Mr Robert Mackintoſh advocate, Convener Lindſay, Lord 
Ankerville, Bailie Galloway, Lord Macdonald, the Pro. 
curator, William Bannatyne-Macleod, Eſq; Profeſſor Hugh 
Macleod, Bailie Daniel Miller, John Campbell-Suthez. 
land, Efq; Baile James Torry, Mr Malcolm Laing advo. 
cate, Mr George Home baker, Profeſſor Andrew Dal. 
zel, Lord Henderland, Mr Archibald Macdowal, Mr Tho. 
mas Trotter, Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Convener Ro. 


bert Dewar, Profeſſor Finlayſon, Honourable Captain 


Sandilands, Lord Chief Baron, Mr Hamilton of Spittle. 
haugh, Solicitor General, Earl of Hyndford, Mr Matthey 
Sandilands, Mr Stewart younger of Allanbank, Earl of 

Lauderdale, Mr William Elliot advocate, Mr Richard Todd 
Mr James Saunders writer, Mr Francis Armſtrong, John | 
Buſhby, Eſq; Jo. Hamilton of Bargenny, Eſq; Will. Camp. 
bell of Fairfield, Eſq; Mr George Ferguſſon advocate, Ho- 
nourable Patrick Boyle, Mr John Haddoway at Leith, Mr 
John Hamilton of Weſtburn, Alexander Wight, Eſq; ad- 
vocate, Lord Advocate, Sir James Colquhoun, Bart. John 
Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; Mr James Home writer, Dr James 
Williamſon, Colonel Campbell of Moonzie, Allan Mac. 
dougal, Eſq; Thomas Elder, Eſq; David Stewart, Efq; 
Mr Alexander Bonar banker, John Dickſon, Eſq; ad- 
wocate, Mr John Erſkine advocate, and the Honourable 
Henry Erſkine, Ruling Elders, to be a Committee of this 


_ Aſſembly, for the reformation of the Highlands and 


Iflands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of 


true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and profaneneſs, and 


for managing the Royal Bounty for theſe ends, accord- 
ing to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to this Aſſem- 
bly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the Committee 
are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts, to go to ſuch 
places as they ſhall find, upon due information, to be the 
moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign, expreſſed 
in his warrant ; and, in ſo doing, that they have particu- 
lar regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, Small Ifles, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall find, by reaſon 
of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumſtances, to be in the 
greateſt diſtreſs : And they ſhall take care, that the per- 
ſons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for theſe reſpective offices, of 
good abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and converſa- 

; tion, 
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don, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
of competent ſkill in the principles of Divinity, and par- 
ticularly in why «1 controverſies: Such Preachers and Ca- 
techiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, and un- 
der the inſpection of the Preſbyteries of the bounds to 
which they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 
Preachers are allo appointed to catechiſe, and both they 
and the Catechiſts to inſtru the people from houſe to 
houſe, and to viſit the ſick; and, in all their labour a- 
mong the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, 
and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 
And the Committee are empowered to give them ſuch in- 
ſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall 
judge meet; which inſtructions the Preachers and Cate- 
chiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Aſſembly 
do further appoint the ſaid Committee, to have a particu- 
lar regard in their proceedings, te the regulations agreed 
upon by the Committee of the Aſſembly for managing 
the Royal Bounty, on the 3oth of September 1730, ap- 
proven by frequent Aſſemblies : And to take care that 
Preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the ſame, 
which they are hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the 
Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſbyteries to inſert in their 
_ regiſters, the Committee's appointments of the deſigna- 
tions, ſalaries, and tations of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and 
to have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall 
write about the ſaid miſſionaries, and in giving of certi- 
ficates to them; and to direct all their letters, concerning 
miſſionaries in their. bounds, only to the Moderator of 
the Committee; which letters ſhall be figned, at the ap- 
pointment of the Preſbytery, by the Moderator or Clerk 
thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment 
to be made of the ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except upon 
receipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, and upon certi- 
ficates from the Preſbyteries, bearing, That they have ſer- 
ved for the time mentioned in the receipts ; and that eve- 
ry Catechiſt, who receives a ſalary from the Royal Boun- 
ty, on condition that the pariſhioners or gentlemen of the 
diſtrict ſhall pay a certain ſum in ai@ of ſuch falary, ſhall 
inſert, in the body of his receipt to the Caſhier, a declara- 
tion that he has received the particular ſum ſpecified; and 
that the atteſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall in like manner 
bear, that the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum 
| which 
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which the Committee make the condition of his appoint. 
ment; it being underſtood by this reſolution, that the 
ſeveral ſtations, with regard to which ſuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee, when yo ſuch 
declaration of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſby. 
tery, as is now propoſed, is received by the Caſhier 
ſhall be afterwards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though 
the Catechiſt ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for 
the time he is certified to have performed his duty. That 
a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniſtry, of the 
miſſion committed to him, be written on the back of the 
Preſbytery's certificate, and ſigned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid certifi- 
cate. The General Aſſembly do alſo empower the ſaid 
Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, 

what may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not 
diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them; and that they 
are to keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and likewiſe 
diſtin books: of accounts, how the foreſaid money is 
beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned who 
Pleaſe to inſpect the ſame. Of the perſons above named 
as members of this Committee, five are declared to be a 
quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. But it is 
hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſhment of 
miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be approved and 
determined, not leſs. than fourteen ſhall be the quorum, 

| whereof nine ſhall be miniſters ; and the ſaid Committee 

1 are appointed to have their general meetings at Edin- 

| burgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment of each 
of the four ſtated diets of the commiſſion: of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid Com- 

| mittee to adjourn themſelyes to ſuch times and places as 
they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient : And they 
are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and 

to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They are 
likewiſe inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee caule, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for afſiſt- 


ance and ſupport in carrying on the. deſign of the = 
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now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be directed and or- 
Jered by the foreſaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accounts of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the ſame-before the Lords Commiſſioners of his- Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
aAſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable.” And it 
is agreed, That no perſon once employed and inſert in 
the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but - 
by the quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but 
it ſhall lie on the table till another meeting; and in the 
mean time the perſon complained of, and the Preſby- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be ac- 
quainted of fuch complaint, and thoſe concerned be re- 
quired to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt account of 
the matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Preſbyte- 
ries concerned, ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the 
ſaid Committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
ſame be not done ſooner ; and that the Committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
deayour to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 


miſſion 


and if they cannot complete it, they ſhall name a Sub- _ 


committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 
Aſſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a new 
ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections againſt 
it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up the ſcheme 
of miſſionaries, G. do not exceed the ſum in the grant. 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
| ling Elders for diſcuſſing Affairs Te. 
ferred to them. Ee 


miſſion and appoint, the Reverend Mr Robert 
Lifton, miniſter of the goſpel at Aberdour, their Mo. 
derator ; and from the preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr 
James Reid at Beath, Mr David Balfour at Torryburn, 
miniſters, and Sir Charles Preſton of Valeyfield, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr David 
Swan at Scoonie, Mr John Uſhar at Kinghorn, Mr Andrey 
Murray at Auchterderran, miniſters, James Townſend. 
- Oſwald, Eſq; of Dunnekeir, ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Kirkcaldie, Mr James Fergus, one of the preſent Bai. 
lies of Kirkcaldie; from the burgh of Kinghorn, An- 
drew Hamilton, Eſq; Provoſt of Kinghorn; from the 
burgh of Burntiſland, Mr John Thomſon, one of the 
Bailies of Burntiſland; from the burgh of Dyfart, Mr 
John Melvill, ſenior, manufacturer in Dyſart; from the 
preſbytery of Cupar, Mr Andrew Hutton at Kilmanie, 
Mr Robert Macculloch at Derſie, Mr Andrew Ireland at 
Menzie, Mr William Gourly at Fleſk, miniſters, and Mr 
David Pitcairn at Maunt, and Mr Robert Chryſtie at Cal- 
lingh, ruling elders ; from the burgh 'of Cupar, Major 
John Melvell of Cairney ; from the preſbytery of St An- 
drew's, Mr John Mair at Cameron, Profeſſor George Hill, 
'St Andrew's, Mr James Macdonald at Kemback, Mr 
Henry David Hill at Denino, miniſters, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Alexander Monnypenny, Mr Thomas Ballardic 
in Anſtruther, ruling elders ; from the burgh of St An- 
drew's, Dr Andrew Duncan, phyſician, Edinburgh ; from 
the Univerſity of St Andrew's, Dr Joſeph Maccormick, | 
Principal of the Univerſity of St Andrew's; from the | 
burgh of Crail, the Reverend Mr Alexander Meldrum of 
Kincaple ; from the preſbytexy of Meigle, Mr James 


Stormonth at Airly, Dr James Playfair at W ” 
X Jam 


1 General Aſſembly do hereby nominate, com. 
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james Johnſton at Blairgowrie, miniſters; from the 
preſbytery of Forfar, Mr Griffith Ferguſon at Dunnichen, 
Mr john Webſter at Inverarity, miniſters, Alexander 
Watſon, Eſq; younger of Turrin, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Dundee, Dr James Blinſhall at Dundee, 
Mr John Gellatlay at Tealin, Mr Thomas Conſtable at 
Liff, miniſters, Mr George Imlach, writer in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Aberbrothock, 
Mr Alexander Mackay at Aberbrothock, Mr Alexander 
Girvin at Lunan, miniſters, Mr Thomas Miln, merchant, 
Canongate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Aberbrothock, 
Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Edinburgh; from the preſ- 
bytery of Brechin, Mr James Wilſon at Marytown, Mr 
John Waugh at Menmuir, Mr James Mitchell at Mon- 
troſe, miniſters, and Alexander Burnet, Eſq; advocate, 
ruling elder; from the burgh of Montroſe, John Moſs- 
man, Eſq; merchant Edinburgh ; from the preſbytery of 
Fordown, Mr Alexander Leſlie at Fordown, Mr James 
Walker. at Dunnotter, Mr John Hutchiſon at Fettereſſo, 
miniſters, and Profeſſor John-Playfair, Edinburgh, ruling 
| elder; from the preſbytery of Aberdeen, Dr John Brown 
at Newhills, Dr Duncan Shaw at Aberdeen, Mr William 
Stronach at New Machar, Mr James Fraſer at Drumoak, 
miniſters, William Cruden, Eſq; late Provoſt of Aber- 
deen, James Cuningham, .Eſqz of Hyndhope, ruling el- 
ders; from the Mariſhall College, Dr Robert Hamilton, 
Profeſſor of Natural Philoſophy; from the preſbytery of. 
Kincardine-o'neal, Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, Mr 
George Knowles at Birſe, Mr Robert Farquharſon at 
 Logycoldfione, miniſters, William Macdonald, Eſq; of 
Rineaton, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Alford, 
Mr Robert Lumſden at Kildrummy, Mr Thomas Birnie 
at Alford, Mr George Denaldſon at Kenethmont, mini- 
ſters, John Gordon, .Eſq; of Craig, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Ellon, Mr John Roſe at Udny, Mr 
Alexander Cock at Cruden, miniſters, Profeſſor Thomas 
Gordon, Aberdeen, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of 
Garioch, Mr William Davidſon at Inverury, Mr George 
Skeen Keith at Keith-hall, Mr Patrick Davidſon at Raynie, 
miniſters, George Buchan-Hepburn of Smeaton, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder ; from the.preſbytery of Deer, Mr John Lun- 
die at Loanmay, Mr George More at Peterhead, Mr 
James Greig at Pitſligo, miniſters, Mr John Taylor, wri- 
ter to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of \ 
Fordyce, Mr Andrew Skeen at Banff, Mr Robert Grant 
at Cullen, miniſters, Mr John Robertſon, writer, Edin- 
. burgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Cullen, Mr John 
| | Ruſſel, 
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Ruſſel, junior, writer to the Signet; from the preſbyte 
of Strathbogie, Mr John Coopar at Glaſs, Mr Alexander 
Angus at Bortriphnie, miniſters, Mr Baron Gordon, rulin 

elder; from the preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr John 
Grant at Kirkmichael, Mr John Anderſon at Kinguiſick 
miniſters, Dr Gregory Grant, phyſician, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Elgin, Mr William Gor. 
don at Urquhart, Mr William Peterkin at Elgin, mini. 
ſters, Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Forres, Mr Alexander 
Coull at Edenkilly, Mr John Hoyes at Kinloſs, miniſters, 
Walter Dunbar, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the burgh of 
Forres, Mr Ludovick Grant, junior, writer, Edinburgh; 
from the preſbytery of Inverneſs, Mr Alexander Fraſer at 
Kirkhill, Mr- William Smith at Petty, miniſters, Robert 
Macintoſh, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Chanonry, Mr Alexander Wood of Roſemarkie, 
Mr Robert Arthur at Kirkmichael, miniſters, Convener 

John Lindſay, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſby. 
tery of Tain, Mr John Urquhart at Fearn, Mr Alexander 
Nimmo at Edderton, miniſters, Lord Ankerville, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr Colin Mac- 
kenzie at Fodertie, Mr Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, mini- 
ters, Bailie William Galloway, merchant, Edinburgh, ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of Sky, Mr Martin Mac- 
pherſon at Sleat, Mr Donald Mackinnon at Strath, mini- 
ſters, Lord Macdonald, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Lewis, Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas, Mr Hugh 
- Munro at Uig, miniſters, William Robertſon, Eſq; Pro- 
curator for the Church, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
ery of Lochcarron, Mr John Macqueen at Applecroſs, Mr 
Colin Maciver at Glenelg, miniſters, William Macleod- 
Bannatyne, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Dornoch, Mr Aneas Macleod at Rogart, Mr Wal- 
ter Roſs at Clyne, miniſters, Profeſſor Hugh Macleod, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr Da- 
vid Mackay at Reay, Mr Patrick Nicholſon at Thurſo, 
Miniſters, Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Wick, John Campbell Sutherland of 
Forſs, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr John 
Scollay at St Andrew's, Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, 
miniſters, Bailie James Torry, merchant, Edinburgh, ru- 
ling elder ; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr Malcolm 
Laing, advocate ; from the preſbytery of Cairſton, Mr 
Francis Liddle at Orphir, Mr John Falconer at Strom- 
neſs, miniſters, Mr George Hume, baker, nt A 
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ling elder 3 from the preſbytery of Zetland, Mr William 
Mitchell at Tingwall, Mr Patrick Barclay at Standſting, 
miniſters, Profeſſor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling 
| elder; from the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Mr Henry 
Lundie, Edinburgh, Mr John Chiſley at Corſtorphin, Dr 
William Gloag, Edinburgh, Dr John Walker at Colling- 
ton, Dr John Macfarlane, Canongate, Mr Thomas Ran- 
dal, Edinburgh, miniſters, Lord Henderland, Mr Archi- 


from the city of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable John 
Grieve, Lord Provoſt, Convener Robert Dewar; from the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, the Reverend Mr James Fin- 
© Jayſon, Profeſſor of Logic; from the preſbytery of Lin- 
lichgow, Mr James Lindſay at Kirkliſton, Mr Patrick 
Bailie at Borrowſtounneſs, Mr Robert Wiſhart at Living- 
ſton, Mr William Gibb at Uphall, miniſters, Sir William 
Auguſtus Cunningham, the Honourable Captain Sandi- 
lands, ruling elders ; from the burgh of Linlithgow, Pro- 
yoſt Robert Clark; from the burgh of Queensferry, 
Captain James Taylor; from the preſpytery of Biggar, 
Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, Mr William Porteus 
at Kilbucko, Mr William Strachan at Coulter, miniſters, 
Mr John Brown, ſchoolmaſter at Libberton, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Peebles, Dr William Dalglieſh at 
Peebles, Mr Robert Scott at Inverlethen, miniſters, the 
Right Honourable Lord Chief Baron, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, 
Eſq; from the preſbytery of Dalkeith, Nr Alexander Car- 
lyle at Invereſk, Mr John Paton at Laſlwade, Mr James 
Brown at Newbattle, miniſters, Mr Solicitor-general, ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of Haddington, Mr John 
Hamilton at Bolton, Mr Francis Cowan at Gladſmuir, Mn 
Patrick Carfrae at Morham, miniſters, the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Hyndford, ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Haddington, Mr Thomas Howden, tenant in Ugſton ; 
from the burgh of Northberwick, Hugh Dalrymple; Eſq; 
younger of Northberwick ; from the preſbytery of Dun- 
bar, Mr Daniel Macqueen at Preſtonkirk, Mr John Coch- 
ran at Oldhamſtocks, minifters, James Wilkie, Ele ; of 


bald Macdowall, Mr Thomas Trotter, ruling elders; . 


EkKillkerſton, ruling elder; from the burgh of Dunbar, 


Francis Kinloch, Eſq; younger of Gilmerton ; fram the 
preſbytery of Dunſe, Mr William Simpſon at Greenlaw, . 
Mr John Tod at Fogo, miniſters, Matthew Sandilands of 
Couſton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery- of 
Churnſide, Dr Walter Anderſon at Churnſide, Dr David 
Young at Foulden, miniſters, John Stewart, Eſq; younger 
8 | O 
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of Allanbank, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Rel. 
ſo, Mr Andrew Ogilvie at Linton, Mr Robert Turnbull 
at Sprouſton, miniſters, the Right Honourable Henry 
Dundas, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Jedburgh 
Mr Thomas Elliot at Cavers, Mr James Rutherford at 
Hownam, Dr William Burn at Minto, miniſters, Robert 
Dundas, Eſq; his Majeſty's Solicitor-general, ruling elder . 
from the preſbytery of Lawder, Mr John Martin at Mer. 
ton, Mr William Shiell at Weſtruther, miniſters, the 
Right Honourable Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder; from 
the preſbytery of Selkirk, Mr Robert Douglas at Galz. 
fhiels, Mr Thomas Robertſon at Selkirk, miniſters, Wil— 
ham Elliot younger of Borthwick-brae, Eſq; advocate, 
ruling elder; from the burgh of Selkirk, Mr Richard 
Tod, merchant, Leith; from the preſbytery of Lang. 
holm, Mr John Ruſſel at Canonbie, Mr John Lawrie at 
Eſkdalemuir, miniſters, Mr James Saunders, writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Loch- 
maben, Mr David Donaldſon at Wamphry, Mr Dayid 
Dickſon at St Mungo, Dr Patrick Niſbet at Hutton, mini. 
ſters, Mr Francis Armſtrong, merchant, Edinburgh, ry- 
ling elder ; from the burgh of Lochmaben, Mr Archi. 
bald Douglas, writer, Edinburgh ; from the preſbytery 
of Penpont, Mr William Kydon at Penpont, Mr John 
Mackill at Duriſdeer, miniſters, Mr Robert Gibſon in 
Caricknow, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Dumfries, 
Mr George Duncan at Lochrutten, Mr William Wright at 
Newably, Mr William Burnſide at Dumfries, miniſters, 
Mr Robert Jackſon, printer, Dumfries, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr Robert Mutter at 
Kircudbright, Mr John Johnſton at Croſsmichael, Mr 
George Maxwell at Buitle, miniſters, Mr John Macmin 
in Crofts, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Wigton, 
Dr William Boyd at Penningham, Mr Andrew Donnan at 
Wigton, miniſters, Mr George Donnan, preacher of the 
goſpel, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Whithorn, John 
Buſhby, Eſq; Sheriff-clerk of Dumfries; from the preſby- | 
tery of Stranraer, Mr John Coulter at Stranraer, Mr Robert 
CallendaratKirkmaiden, miniſters, the Honourable Patrick 
Maitland of Freugh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Ayr, Dr William Dalrymple at Ayr, Mr John Shepbard at 
Muirkirk, Mr Stephen Y.oung at Bar, Mr David Grant at 
Ochiltree, Mr William Peebles at Newton upon Ayr, mini- 
| ters, John Hamilton of Bargeny, Eſq; ruling elder ; from 


the burgh of Ayr, George Ferguſſon, Eſq; advocate 3 from 
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the preſbytery of Irvine, Mr Arthur Auchterfon at Kilbride, 
Mr James Mackinlay at Kilmarnoch, Dr James Woodrow 
at Stevenſon, miniſters, the Honourable Mr Patrick Boyle, 
ruling elder ; from the burgh of Irvine, Mr Alexander Mac- 
millan, one of the preſent Bailies of Irvine; from the preſ- 
bytery of Paiſley, Dr John Snodgraſs at Paiſley, Mr Tho- 

mas Burns at Inchinnan, Mr Allan Macaulay at Old Pariſh - 
of Greenock, Mr John Maccaig 'at Eaſtwood, miniſters, 
Mr John Haddoway, merchant, Leith, Mr William Patti- 
ſon, merchant, Paiſley, ruling elders ; from the preſbytery 
of Hamilton, Mr Archibald Bruce at Shotts, Mr Hugh 
Mitchell at Glaſsford, Mr John Lockhart at Cambuſne- 
then, miniſters, John Hamilton of Weſtburn, ruling el- 
der; from the preſbytery of Lanark, Mr Joſeph Crichton 
at Carſtairs, Mr James Scott at Carluke, miniſters, Mr 
George Scott, ſchoolmaſter at Carnwath, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Lanark, Alexander Wight, Eſq; advo- 
cate; from the preſbytery of Glaſgow, Dr William Tay- 
lor, Glaſgow, Mr William Stewart at Cumbernauld, Mr 
James French at Carmunnock, Mr William Dun at Kirk- 
intulloch, miniſters, Mr John Ferguſon, merchant, Glaſ- 
gow, Mr John Tenant, brewer there, ruling elders; from 
the Univerſity of Glaſgow, Dr Archibald Davidſon, Prin- 
cipal of Glaſgow College; from the preſbytery of Dumbar- 
ton, Mr James Couper at Badernock, Mr Alexander Macau- 
lay at Strathblane, Mr Gavin Gibb at Fintry, miniſters, Ilay 
Campbell, Eſq; his Majeſty's Advocate, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Dumbarton, Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, 
Baronet ; from the preſbytery of Denoon, Mr John Mac- 
innon at Kilmodan, Mr Alexander Macfarlane at Kilfi- 
nan, miniſters, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; ruling elders; 
from the preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr Robert Thomſon at 
| Killean, Mr Dougal Macdougall at Gigha, Mr Alexander 
Stewart at Jura and Colonſay, miniſters, Mr James Hume, 
vriter to the Signet, ruling elder; from the burgh of 
Campbeltown, William Campbell of Fairfield, Eſq; from 
the burgh of Inverary, Dr James Williamſon, profeſſor of 
mathematics in the Univerſity of Glaſgow ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Lorn, Mr Joſeph Macintyre at Glenorchy, Mr Do- 
nald Macnicol at Liſmore, minifters, Colonel Robert Camp- 
bell of Monzie, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Mull, 
 MrPatrick Macarthur at Toroſay, Mr Dugald Campbell 
at Roſs, miniſters, Allan Macdougall of Galanach, Eſq; 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Tho- 
mas Fleming at Kenmore, Mr Charles Machardie at Kirk. 
michael, Mr Alexander Stewart at Moulin, Mr George 
5 | Baird 
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\ 
Baird at Dunkeld, miniſters, Thomas Elder, Eſq; wine-mer. 
chant, Edinburgh, David Stewart, Eſq; banker, Edinburgh 
ruling elders ; from the preſbytery of Perth, Mr. Harry | 
Inglis at Fortiviot, Mr John Dow at Methven, Mr John 
Inglis at Tippermuir, Mr James Scott at Perth, miniſters, 
Mr Alexander Bonar, banker, Edinburgh, John Dickſon, 
_ Eſq; advocate, ruling elders ; from the preſbytery of Stir. 
ling, Mr Robert Ure at Airth, Mr George Harvey at 
Larbert, miniſters, John Erſkine, Eſq; advocate, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Auchterarder, Mr John 
Wright at Trinity-Gaſk, Mr Colin Baxter at Monivaird, 
Mr Andrew Gibſon at Muckart, miniſters, the Honour- 
able Henry Erſkine, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſby. 
tery of Dumblane, Mr James Robertſon at Callendar, Mr 
John Campbell at Kippan, miniſters, Mr Patrick Caldwell 
at Noriſton, ruling elder. And the General Aſſembly 
added thereto, Dr Hugh Blair, one of the miniſters of 
Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator, and alſo added Mr 
Thomas Smith at Cumbertrees, Mr John Craig at Ruthwell, 
miniſters, Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Baronet, from 
the preſbytery of Annan, whoſe commiſſion through ſome 
accident had not been produced, to be Commiſſioners 
of this General Aſſembly, to the effect after men- 
tioned ; with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or 
their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thir- 
ty-one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof twenty-one 
are always to be miniſters, to meet and convene with- 
an the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt day after the 
diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the 
forenoon; and thereafter, the ſecond Wedneſday of Au- 
guſt, third Wedneſday of November, and the firſt Wed- 
neſday of March next to come, and oftener, when and 
where they ſhall think fit and convenient, with power to 
the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe their own Moderator: 
And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly fully empowers their 
faid Commiſſioners, or their quorum above mentioned, 
to cognoſce and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
in every matter referred, or that ſhall be referred to 
them, by an act or order of this Aſſembly ; and to do 
every thing contained in, and conform to the inſtruc- 
tions given, or to be given by this Aſſembly; and to ad- 
vert to the intereſt of the Church on every occaſion, 
that the Church, and preſent eſtabliſhment thereof, do 
not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anſwerable : Provided always, that 


this general clauſe be not extended to particular affairs 
1 1 or 
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* proceſſes before Synods or Preſbyteries, that are not 
c univerſal concern to, or influence upon the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
roceſſes be determined, except at the four ſtated diets; 


and what ſhall be determined at one diet of the Commiſ- 


Fon, with relation to private cauſes, ſhall be unalterable 
. x 


by any other diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue 


in force till diſapproved of by the General Aſſembly. 
And the Aſſembly renews the inſtructions given by the 
General Aſſembly in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and ſeventeen to their Commiſſion, and appoints 
the ſame to ſtand in full force as inſtructions to the Com- 
miſſioners before named, and to be obſerved by them in 
all points, as if the ſame were ſpecially here inſert ; and 
that they enquire into the publiſhing and ſpreading of 
hooks and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting of 


opinions of whatever kind, inconſiſtent with our Con- 


ion of Faith and that the recommenders of ſuch books 
| or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether 
by word, writ, or print, be called before the ſaid Com- 
miſſion, to anſwer for the ſame. And further, the ſaid 
| Commiſſion is hereby empowered to receive any referen- 


ces and appeals that ſhall be made to them from Synods, 


in matters of doctrine, and ripen ſuch affairs for the next 
General Aſſembly ;- and to contribute what they can to 
| the ſuppreſſing of vice and immorality, and give all need- 
ful advice and aſſiſtance to Synods and Preſbyteries, upon 


application to them for that end: Likewiſe, to take care 


that the impreſſions of the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion 


of Faith, and Catechiſms, and ſuch books as are authoriſed 


by this Church, relating to the doctrine, worſhip, diſci- 
pline and government thereof, be correct ; and give di- 
rections about printing the ſame. And the Commiſſion- 


ers are appointed and empowered to keep a correſpon- 


dence with the Committee for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iflands, for ſuppreſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, 
and for promoting the knowledge of true religion, and 
carrying on a reformation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſt- 
ance and concurrence therein; and, if need be, to ap- 
ply to the Government for a proper remedy and ſpeedy 


redreſs. And the ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictlß 


prohibited and diſcharged to meddle in any other mat- 


ters than what are committed and referred to them as 
above mentioned: And, in all their actings, they are to 


Proceed according to the acts and. conſtitution of this 


Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the 


W F prejudice 
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prejudice of the ſame ; declaring, that, in and for d 
their actings, they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſurah] 
by the next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall fee cauſe 
And the General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſicg, 
ers particularly to obſerve the acts of the Genera] Aſſem. 
blies one thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and by 
thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpecting the ap. 
plication of the public money ; which two acts are print. 
= - ed among the Acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hun. 
[i dred and fixty-one. And this Commiſſion is to continue 
1 and endure until another Commiſſion be appointed; and 


members are required to attend the diets of the fad 
Commiſſion; and abſents therefrom are ordered to be no. 
ticed, according to the 17th Act of the General Aſſembly 
held in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fx, 
And for the better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance | 
of members on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſenbly } 
prohibits the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Prei. 
bytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of 
the days or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Com. 
miſſion ; and ſuch of the members of theſe Preſbyteries 
as are on the Commiſſion, are required, all of them to 
give attendance on the diets thereof; and the Preſbyte. 
ries at a greater diſtance, who have four or more mem- 
bers on the Commiſſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two 
of them attend each diet of the ſame : And the General 
Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their firſt meeting, 
to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to | 
the ſettlement of vacant churches, which are or ſhall be 
referred to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake, | 
And it is further provided, that when any Preſbytery ot 
Synod of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the 
ſentence of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full ei. 
ecution, in that caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited 
to execute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpon- | 
dent meeting, as has been ſome time the practice, but ſhall 
: allow the ſame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch Preſbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable 
for ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend 
up with their Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame, | 
And that in paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the 
execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the x2th AG 
of the Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirt)· 
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VI. 
Interim AQ and Overture concerning 


ordained Aſſiſtants, retranſmitted and 
8 


"2 5 Edinburgh, May 29. 1784. 
rTTHE General Aſſembly having conſidered the report 
of their Committee, - appointed to take under their 
_ conſideration the reference from the Synod of -Glaſgow 

and Ayr, concerning ordained aſſiſtants; are of opinion, 
That both the Miniſter of the pariſh, and his ordained 
aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor, ought to be conſtituent members 
of the Kirk-ſeſſion ; that in the Preſbytery and Synod, + 
either of them who is preſent, may deliberate and vote; 
that if both are preſent, theſe privileges belong to the 
Miniſter of the pariſh only; and that either of them is 
capable of being elected a member of the General Af- 
ſembly, but not both of them in one year. And agreed 
to enact the ſame as an Interim Act, and to tranſmit it 
as an Overture for the confideration of Preſbyteries. 


eee eee 
I | : 
VI J. 


Overture reſpecting the Ordination of 
Elders. | 


: 3 Edinburgh, May 31. 1784. 
WHEREAS, great irregularities have crept into the 
VV Church, with reſpect to the ordination of Elders, 
the General Aſſembly overtures, That it be enacted, 
That no Miniſter ſhould ſet apart any perſon to the of- 
tice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
ſidence in the pariſh, or who is not an heritor in the pa- 
riſh; it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 
5 ture, 
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ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowiſe connected with them: And it being 
underſtood, that any city or town, where there are more 
- congregations than one, ſhall be held as one pariſh, fo far 

as reſpects the purpoſe of this Overture, 
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VIII. 


Overture anent Certificates of the Ordi- 
nation of Elders to the General Aſſem. 
bly. . 


Edinburgh, May 26. 1787. 

HAT before any Preſbytery atteſt the commiſſion 

of a perſon to repreſent them, or any burgh with- 

in their bounds, for the firſt time, as an Elder in the Na- 
tional Aſſembly of this Church, there be laid before 
them a declaration, or atteſtation, by ſome Miniſter of 
this Church, of his having been ordained an Elder, 


SILFSSSS IIS SSSI ISIS III %%% %%% %%% 
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Overture reſpecting the Licenſing of 
Probationers. „ IS Jer hel 


— Eainburgb, May 26. 1787. 

HE General Aſſembly having taken under their ſe- 
rious confideration, the great danger to which the 
intereſts of religion and of this Church may be expoſed, 
by licenſing any to preach the goſpel, who are not duly | 
qualified for that important truſt, do hereby enact, and 
ordain, that, in all time coming, the fpllowing regula- 
tions ſhall be ſtrictly obſeryed : ch 11 
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J. It 1s 
ed upon t 


| {hall prod 


he roll of any Profeſſor of Divinity, unleſs he 

ace to the ſaid Profeſſor, a Certificate from the 
miniſter of the pariſh in which he has his uſual reſi- 
Jence 3 or in his abſence, or during a vacancy 1n ſaid pa- 
ziſh, from ſome neighbouring minifter, bearing, that his 
character is ſuitable to his views; together with a-diplo- 
ma of Maſter of Arts, or Certificates from the ſeveral 


II. To afford the better ſecurity for the regular and 
exemplary conduct of Students in Divinity, it is hereby 
enacted, That upon the concluſion of that ſeſſion in 
| which they were firſt inrolled by the Profeſſor, they ſhall, 
ſome time within ſix kalendar months thereafter, inti- 
mate to the Preſbyteries, in whoſe bounds they have 
their reſpective places of reſidence, that they have com- 
menced Students in Divinity; and that, if any Student 
has occaſion to remove from the bounds of one Preſpy- 

tery to thoſe of another, he ſhall, within fix kalendar 
months after ſaid removal, intimate the ſame to the Preſ- 
bytery in whoſe bounds he is to have his new reſidence, 
and produce to them a Certificate of his character from 


hereby enacted, That no Student ſhall be enter- _ 


that Preſbytery with whom he was laſt connected; or at 


leaſt a certificate of his moral character from the mini- 
ſter of the pariſh in which he refided. And it is farther 
enacted, that the ſeveral Preſbyteries of this Church, 
ſhall keep exact liſts of ſuch Students of Divinity, as re- 
fide within their bounds, and watch over the conduct of 
the laid Students 5 


III. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby ordain, 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeſſors of 
Divinity, in the manner preſcribed by this act, ſhall con- 
nue to proſecute the ſtudy of Divinity, for the term of 
hx years: Provided always, That if any Student hath gi- 


ven regular attendance in the Divinity Hall, during three 


ſeſſions, his courſe ſhall be conſidered as completed in 
four ſeſſions; and that if he hath given regular atten- 
dance in the Hall during two ſeſſions, his courſe ſhall be 
conſidered as completed in five ſeſſions. And the Aſſem- 


bly do farther ordain, that, in each of theſe caſes, Stu. 


G dents 
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dents ſhall be inrolled by the Profeſſors during the ſe 
ral ſeſſions of their reſpective courſes, and 8 
the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein after wards 2 
vided, an Exegeſis in Latin, on ſome controverted ho | 
in Divinity, a Homily in Engliſh, an Exerciſe and Add 
tion, a Lecture on ſome large portion of Scripture, . 
Popular Sermon, together with ſuch other Exerciſe, 3 
the Profeſſors ſhall think proper to preſcribe, It is like. 
wiſe hereby enacted, that, in each of theſe reſpegiy, 
caſes, the courſe ſhall be computed from the commence. 
ment of that ſeſſion in which the Student was original] 
inrolled; and that if a Student be propoſed to any 
Preſbytery for trials, during the currency of his fourth, | 
fifth, or fixth ſeſſion, according to the ſpecial nature of 
his caſe, that ſeſſion ſhall be ſuſtained as one of hi; 
courſe. 3 e 5 | 


IV. Profeſſors of Divinity are required to attend, 2 
much as circumſtances may permit, to the conduct of 
ſuch Students as are, under their care, and, as far as the 
find it practicable, to inſiſt, That every Student ſhall de. 
liver his firſt diſcourſe ſome time during his ſecond ſeſſ. 
on, at the lateſt, and the remainder of his diſcourſes at 
ſuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole of 
a 5 [al the end of January of the laſt ſeſſion of his 
courle, 


V. When a Student is to be propoſed to any Preſbytery, | 
in order to be taken upon trials, the Preſbytery ſhall be 
alone, and the motion for that purpoſe ſhall lie upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
time, the Preſbytery ſhall appoint the member by whom 
the Student has been propoſed, to lay before the ſaid 
meeting all the Certificates in favour of the Student, that 
are uſually required on ſuch occaſions ; to defire him to 
attend the ſame, and to inform him, that previouſly to 
the meeting, he ought to wait on ſuch members of the 
Preſbytery, as have not formerly had an opportunity of 
converſing with him in private. 3 


VI. When the time appointed for confidering the 
motion is arrived, the Preſpytery ſhall ſtrictly obſerre 
the following regulations Mes 
1, The Preſbytery ſhall be alone, while they are em- 
plovyed in diſcuſſing the ſeveral preliminaries reſpecting 
Students who are propoſed for trials. ; 1 

} 
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24, They ſhall require ſatisfying evidence, that every 


student who is propoſed for that purpoſe, has completed 


the twenty-firſt year of his age. 
34, No Student ſhall be admitted to trials, unleſs he 

produces to the Preſbytery, .a Certificate, or Certificates, 

from the Profeſſor, or Profeſſors of Divinity, under 


whoſe tuition he hath ſtudied, bearing, that he hath pro- 


ſecuted his ſtudies, and delivered his diſcourſes in the 
manner preſcribed by this act; and that his conduct, as 


far as conſiſts with the knowledge of the ſaid Profeſſor, 
or Profeſſors, has been in every reſpect ſuitable to his 


views in life. 

4th, No Preſbytery ſhall receive any Student upon 
trials, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he is of good report ; 
ſound in his principles ; pious, ſober, grave, and prudent 
in his behaviour, of a peaceable diſpoſition, and well af- 
feted to the happy eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Preſbytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of ſuch pecu- 
liar importance, they ſhall not agree to the motion in be- 


half of the Student, unleſs he ſhall either have refided / 
ſix kalendar months within their bounds, immediatel 


previous to the date of their deliberations, or ſhall pro- 
duce a Certificate of his being qualified, as 1s herein pro- 


vided, from the Preſbytery in whoſe bounds he hath had 
his uſual refidence for that period. 


5th, The Preſbytery ſhall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thoſe ſe- 
veral branches of knowledge, which are neceſſary to en- 
able him to be an uſeful Preacher of the Goſpel. And the 
General Aſſembly ordain, that the Preſbytery, in order 
to procure full information in this reſpect, ſhall examine 
the Student, ſtrictly and privately, on his knowledge of 
the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philoſophy and 


Theology. 


6th, If, after theſe preliminary ſteps: have been taken, 


the Preſbytery ſhall be of opinion, that the Student is 
_ duly qualified in theſe ſeveral particulars, they ſhall re- 


cord this opinion in their- minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the ſeveral Preſbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, informing them of the 
Preſbytery's intention to take the Student upon public 
trials; and bearing, that the ſeveral certificates in his fa- 


pour, which are required by this act, have been lar- 


ly laid before them. But it is hereby provided, That 
| | within 
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within the bounds of ſuch Synods as meet only once a- 
year, a Student may be entitled to have theſe circular 
letters written half a- year ſooner than would be otherwiſe 
competent. | 


VII. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe appoint Preſ. 
'byteries to obſerve the ſeveral regulations which are pre- 
ſcribed in the immediately preceding ſection of this ac, 
before they recommend a Student as qualified to be taken 
upon public trials by any other Preſbytery. 


| 1 1 

VIII. If a Student hath ſtudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Univerſities which are not within the bounds of 
this Church, he ſhall, when he is propoſed to any Preſby- 
tery for trials, be required to produce ſatisfying teſtimo- 
nials from the Profeſlors of Divinity in ſaid Univerſities ; 
and the time which theſe Profeſſors ſhall certify to have 
been employed by him in ſtudying Divinity under their 
tuition, ſhall be computed in the ſame manner as if he 
had proſecuted: his ſtudies in any of the Univerſities with- 
in the bounds of this Church. But it is hereby provided, 
That no Student, in ſuch circumſtances, ſhall be admit- 
ted, even to thoſe private trials which are appointed to be 
taken before the writing of the circular letters, ſooner 
than fix kalendar months after his arrival in Scotland. 


IX. The General Aſſembly ordain, That if a Prefby- 
tery propoſe to take a Student upon public trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is 
herein required, public intimation thereof ſhall be made 
at ſome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Synod, 
which ſhall not be the laſt diet thereof. And it is like- 
wiſe hereby ordained, That at ſome ſubſequent diet of 
the Synod, particular enquiry ſhall be made, whether 
any of the members of the Court has any objection to 
offer againſt the Student being entered upon public trials. 


EX. If the Synod ſhall allow the Student to be taken 

upon public trials, the Preſbytery ſhall proceed therein 
with all convenient ſpeed ; and the Aſſembly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned: /, Catechetic trials on Divini- 
ty, Chronology and Church Hiſtory.; 2d, A trial on the 
Hebrew and Greek languages; 3d, An Exegeſis in Latin, 
on ſome controverted head in Divinity, with the defence 
of the Theſis; 45, A Homily in Engliſh ; 5b, An A 
| | IT erciſe 


General Aſſembly, 1787, 29 


erciſe and Addition; 65, A Lecture on ſome large por- 

on of Scripture; 7th, A popular Sermon; it being un- 
gerſtood, that if the Preſbytery ſee cauſe, they may exa- 
mine the Student upon the ſubject of theſe ſeveral diſ- 


courſes. 


XI. The Student having gone through the ſeveral trials, 
which are mentioned in the immediately preceding ſec- 
tion of this act, the Preſbytery are ordained to proceed 
in the following order: | . >" 

if, They ſhall deliberately and ſeriouſly take a con- 
junct view of the whole trials; and if they ſhall be of opi- 
nion, that the Student is not properly qualified to per- 
form the duties incumbent on a Preacher of the Goſpel, 
they ſhall by no means grant him a licence in his preſent 
circumſtances. 7 | 5 

24, If upon this review of the trials, the Preſbytery 
are fully ſatisfied therewith, they ſhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. EN” EY . 

34, The Preſbytery ſhall then propoſe to the Student 
the queſtions which are appointed to be put to all who 
paſs trials, by AQ 10. Aſſemb. 1711, and require him to 


ſubſcribe the Formula, which is preſcribed by the ſaid 


at. And the General Aſſembly ſtrictly prohibit all Preſ- 
byteries from licenſing any Student to preach the Goſpel, 
who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying anſwers to theſe 
ueſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula, 
4th, The Preſbytery ſhall order the act | 
acainſt Simoniacal practices, to be read to the Student in 
their preſence, , _ KEE 55 | 
Loftly, The Preſbytery ſhall appoint their Moderator to 
licence the Student to preach the Goſpel, and order their 
Clerk to furniſh him with an extract of his licence, agree- 
able to the form thereof, which is preſcribed by the laws 
of this Church. | 


XII. For the better obſervance of this Act, the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly ordain, ½, That it ſhall be printed among 
their other printed acts; 2d, That it ſhall be printed by 
itſelf, in ſome: convenient form; 3d, That a copy of this 
ſeparate edition ſhall be tranſmitted to each Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the Univerſities of Scotland; and that the 
ſaid Profeſſors ſhall read the ſame in their reſpective halls, 
once at leaſt during every ſeſſion, and at ſuch times as 
they have reaſon to expect the attendance of the greateſt 
number of Students for * ſeſſion; 4, That a copy 

| 0 
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of the ſame edition ſhall likewiſe be tranſmitted to the 
Clerks of each Synod and Preſbytery within the boungs 
of this Church; and that the ſaid Clerks ſhall keep the 
ſame along with their minutes, and bring it up to each 
meeting of their reſpective Courts, for the ule of the 
members; and, {Jaftly, That when any Preſbytery hal 
give a Probationer an extract of his licence, they hall 
[ubjoin to the form, which is already requiſite on that 
occaſion, the following words: And the Preſbytery do 
* hereby certify, That, in granting this licence, the ag 
« of Aſſembl reſpecting the licenſing of Pro. 
< bationers, Las been ſtrictly obſerved.” | 


önnen A 
= 
AQ appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aſſembly. iv 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church Ayle 
of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 22d day of May, in the 
year 1788. is od 0 
Collected and extrafted from the Records of the General 
Aſſembly, by 1 2 
| JOHN DRYSDALEZE, Cl. Ecel. Scol. 
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A B R LDE ENS 


: OF- THE 


AcriNGs and PROCEEDINGS of the General Aſſembly 
| of the Church of · Scotland, held in the year 1787, 
which are not printed at full length. © "—=_ 


\ 


Nay 17. 1787. Sef. V. 
| A Frs ſermon by the Reverend Dr Duncan Shaw, one 
of the miniſters of Aberdeen, Moderator of the laſt 
General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling Elders con- 
vened in the Aſſembly-houſe, in the uſual manner; 
and, after prayer by the ſaid Dr Duncan Shaw, Mt 
Robert Liſton, Miniſter of Aberdour; being unanimouſly 
- choſen Moderator, he, at the Aſſembly's deſire, took the 
chair. | C | | 
The General Aſſembly being thus conſtituted, rhe King's - 
' Commiſſion to the Right Honourable David Earl of 
Leven, to repreſent his Majeſty's Royal Perſon, was read 
with all due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be 
recarded.. ©; 77 | 1 | - 
The King's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly, was 
alſo read with all due honour and reſpect, and ordered 
to be recorded. 34 | 7; | | 
| His Majeſty's Royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, was alſo 
delivered to the Aſſembly, and ordered to be recorded. 
The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening the Aſſembly, and 
the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. | 
A Committee named for anſwering the King's moſt gra- 
| Cclous Letter. VVV 
A Committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the 
diets thereof, naming Miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner, and receiving in liſts 
of Probationers in the ſeveral Preſbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 
Committee for overtures named. „ 
Committee for bills, references and appeals named, 
Journment, Fo; 75 io 
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May 18. 1787. Sef. 2d. 
Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced. 
A diet ſpent in prayer. 
The Committee for reviſing commiſſions appointed to mee 
this evening at ſeven o'clock. | 
Mr William Murray junior, writer in Edinburgh, unani. 
mouſly appointed aſſiſtant- clerx to Dr John Dryſda. 
Principal clerk of the Aſſembly, during all the den 
thereof, and of the commiſſion, on account of the Doc. 
tor's bad ſtate of health. 
The act 7. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch ak 
the buſineſs of the Aſſembly, read, and the obſervatiun 
thereof enjoined. YO} 
Miniſters named to preach before his Gra 
Commiſhoner. | 
The Committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 
this evening at ſeven oclock, in their uſual places, 
Adjournment. . 


May 19. 1787. Se. 1d. 


ce the King' | 


Sederunt. 
New commiſhons produced. | | 
The report of the Committee for reviſing commiſſions ba-. 
ving paſſed the Committee for overtures, was called for, | 
read, and conſidered by the Aſſembly. 1 
An objection to the ſubſtitution, in the commiſſion from 
the Preſbytery of Jedburgh, becauſe it wanted the word 
eight, ſuſtained, and the commiſſioner's name ordered | 
to be expunged from the roll. 5 
The commiſſion from the burgh of Lochmaben rejected 
in reſpect the election was not made forty days before | 
the meeting of the Aſſembly, and the commiſſioners | 
name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 
The commiſſion from the burgh of Irvine rejected for the 
fame reaſon, and the commiſſioner's name ordered to be 
expunged 'from the roll. | 2 
The draught of an anſwer to the King's moſt graciow 
letter to this Aſſembly, brought in, and appfoved, and 
his Grace the Commiſſioner, at rhe Aſſembly's requell 
undertook to tranſmit the ſame to. his Majeſty. _ 
The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the Committee for bills 
called for, produced, and read over. 1 
Reſolve anent taking in cauſes. n 1 
The petition for the Preſbytery of Dunkeld read, and It 
mitted to the conſideration of the Committee to X * 
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pointed for conſidering the new applications for ſhares 
of rhe public money, Tc. 

The report of the Committee appointed by laſt General 

Aſſembly, for conſidering the overtures anent licenſing 
Probationers, given in, and read; remitted to the con- 
fideration of a Committee, and to report to this Aſ- 
ſembly. | 

A Committee named to reviſe the regiſter of the actings 
and proceedings of the Commiſſion of the late General 
Aſſembly, and to collect any overtures made by the laſt © 
Commiſſion to this General Aſſembly, t&c. 

A Committee named to reviſe the regiſter of the actings 
and proceedings of the Committee named by laſt Aſſem- 
bly, for managing the Royal Bounty, for the reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and Iſlands. | 
A Committee named to audit and reviſe the accounts of 

the Procurator and Agent for the Church, conſider the 

ſtate of the Church's public money, and prepare over- 

Tures about the fame. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this even- 
ing at ſeven o'clock, and empowered them to receive in 
from the ſeveral members, any inſtructions given to them 
by the reſpective Synods or Preſbyteries, claſs the mat- 
ters therein contained, and prepare overtures thereon to 
the Aſſembly ; and to receive in and conſider any ac- 
counts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate of the 
Church in the North Highlands; particularly concerning 
the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, and prepare 
overtures for preventing and ſuppreſſing thereof. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet this evening. 

Adjournment. 


Moy 2a; 1787. Seff. 4th. 

Sederunt. 8 

New commiſſions produced. | 

The tranſactions of the Committee at Glaſgow, appointed 
by a former Aſſembly for management of the fund col- 
lected for the education of ſtudents who underſtand the 
Gaelic language, given in, and a Committee appointed 
to reviſe the ſame, and to report to the Aſſembly on 

Friday next. 

The report of the Committee for overtures called for gi- 

ven in, and read. 

The overtures anent the ſale of the right of patronage du- 
ring a vacancy, from the Synods of Lothian and Tweed- 
dale, Perth and Stirling, and Dumfries, were all read, 

and 
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and the conſideration thereof agreed to be taken * on 


Thurſday firſt. 
The overtures anent the new form of ak 8 che 


were likewiſe all read, and the conſideration thereof a- 
greed to be taken up on Friday firſt; and likewiſe the 
overtures from the Preſbytery of Perth anent com- 


plaints and appeals. 
The report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, 


referred to the Committee on the public accounts. 

A Committee named to reviſe the Synod- book of Fife. 

A Committee named to reviſe the Synod-book of Lothian 
and Tweeddale. 

None of the other Synods books brought up to this Aſſem- 
bly ; reſolved, that the reaſons thereof be enquired into. 

A petition for the Synod of Aberdeen, anent the glebe of 

Strichen, read, and a Committee n to cankider 
the ſame, and to report. 

An appeal of Sir Adam Ferguſlon of Kilkenny Bart. * 
others, truſtees of the deceaſed James Miliken, late of 
Miliken, Patron of the pariſh of Kilbarchan, and others, 
callers of Mr Patrick Maxwell, to be miniſter of that 

ariſh, from a ſentence of the preſbytery of Pailley, 
the 2 5th day of April laſt, delaying to proceed to the 
ſettlement : As alſo a petition and complaint for Meſſrs 
Walter Young, Robert Boog, John M*Caig, and others, 
complainers againſt the "ſaid ſentence, heard, and the 


Maxwell Szſtained, the preſbytery of Paiſley ordained 


to receive this ſentence; and in reſpect Mr Maxwell 


cohd trials neceſſary, appointed the preſbytery, after 
Having regularly ſerved the edit, to meet at Kilbar- 

chan on the 5th day of July next, to admit Mr Max- 
well, miniſter of Kilbarchan, according to the rules of 
the Church: And found, that the preſbytery of Paiſley 
had been guilty of a moſt unjuſtifiable delay, in not 
judging of the call to Mr Maxwell; wo Re ought 
to have ſuſtained. 


ſions, appointed to meet this evening at eight o'clock. 
Win 


— 


Preſbytery of Brechin, Ayr, Dundee, Dumbarton, and ö 
ere eee and from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 


and read, and all petitions relating to the public money 


ſentence of the preſbytery Reverſed, the call to Mr 
to meet on the 14th of June next at Paiſley, in order 


was an ordained Clergyman, and conſequently no ſe- 


The Committee for overtures, and for i comic. | 


May 


k 
% 


\ 
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| May 22. 1787. Seff. 5th. 
| t. 
der onions produced, and openly read; and the 
commiffions from the burghs of Bruntiſland and Cupar 
rejected, becauſe the elections were not made 40 days 
previous to the ſitting of the Aſſembly, and ordained 
the Commiſſioners names to be expunged from the 
A perition for Donald Macqueen, Eſq; of Corryburgh, 
and others, heritors of the united pariſhes of Moy and 
Dalaroſſie; William Gillivray of Garbel, and others, 
elders, and fixty-one heads of families, in the ſaid uni- 
ted pariſhes, Iibellers of Mr James Macintoſh, miniſter 
of theſe united pariſhes; as alſo a petition for the ſaid 
James Macintoſh, appealing from certain judgments of 
the Synod of Moray, heard: Mr Macintoſh's appeals 
" diſmiſſed as frivolous ; the proof held to be concluded: 
Found, that the Synod of Moray had done wrong in 
paying ſo much regard to Mr Macintoſt”s appeals, as 
to ſtop procedure ; and agreed, for the ſake of expedit- 
ing juſtice, to proceed directly to conſider the merits 
of the cauſe, and to call parties to the bar, and to hear 
them thereon to-morrow ; and the Aſſembly agreed to 
reſolve themſelves into a Committee of the whole 
houſe to hear the above cauſe ; and likewiſe, if time, 
to hear the cauſe of the pariſh of Dalton. | 
The Committee on the public accounts, the Committee 


for reviſing the Commiſſion-book, and the Committee 


for reviſing the Royal Bounty book, appointed to meet 
to-morrow, at ten o'clock. _ =. 
The Committee for bills appointed to meet to-morrow at 


- 


half paſt ten, in its uſual place, 


Adjournment, 


May 23. 1787. Self. 6th. 
n My 19-1787. 80h. 


New commiſſions produced, openly read and ſuſtained. 
The ＋ of the Committee for bills called for, given in 
and read. 880 4 r 


A petition for Mr Thomas Smith, miniſter at Cumbertrees, 


read, and ordered to lie on the table. 5 
e Procurator and Agent's accounts, with the report of 
the Committee thereon produced, and ordered to lie 
on the table. e „ 

© report of the. Committee of the whole houſe, in the 


cauſe at the inſtance of the heritors, elders, and heads of 


K 1 families 
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families of the united pariſhes of Moy and Dalaroſſie 
contra Mr James Macintoſh, miniſter of theſe Pariſhes, 
called for, given in, and read, bearing, That the 6, 
tence of the Preſbytery of Invernels, of the 4th of 
April 1787, ought to be reverſed, in reſpect it is ouly 
an adherence to a ſentence of depoſition Pronounced 
on the iſt day of March 1786, when the exculpator 

proof allowed to Mr Macintoſh, by the ſentence of the 
General Aſſembly of that year, had not been taken or 
judged of by the Preſbytery : That the proof adduceq | 
by the purſuers was ſufficient to eſtabliſn, that Mr james 
Macintoſh had been guilty of the crime of fornication 
libelled againſt him; and that the exculpatory proof 
adduced by him, did not exculpate him from the iq 
crime; and therefore, that the General Aſſembly 


' ought to depoſe him from the office of the holy mini. 


ſtry. The General Aſſembly unanimouſly approved of 
the above report; and, upon a motion, delayed pro. | 
nouncing the ſentence of depoſition, and intimating 
the ſame, till Monday next. 


The report of the Committee of the whole houſe, in the 


cauſe at the inſtance of Robert Henderſon of Cleugh- 


heads, Eſq; and others, heritors of the pariſh of Dal. 
ton, libellers of Dr William Bryden, miniſter of that 


pariſh, called for, given in and read, bearing, That the | 


General Aſſembly wave determining the ſeveral ap. | 


peals, and take up the cauſe on the reference from the | 
preſbytery : Allow the proſecutors, at any time before | 


_ the-12th of November next, to adduce the following 


witneſſes, vis. John Foſter, Jean Moffat in Maryport, 
William Burn, and Mary Dalzell in Carliſle, and 
George Millar, in ſupport of the facts ſtated in their 
condeſcendence, . exhibited before the Preſbytery of 
Lochmaben : Appoint a Committee of Aſſembly to 


take the ſaid proof, and alſo any exculpatory proof 


that may be offered for the defender, betwixt and the | 
rath day of March next, and report the ſame tothe next | 
Aſſembly ; and inſtru the Procurator to give tit 
parties every legal and conſtitutional aid in his 2 
towards procuring the attendance of the faid witnelics 


upon the Committee, to meet in this place at ſuch 


times as ſhall be appointed by their convener, 8 
notice of 14 days being given to the parties or t a 
doers. The General Aſſembly unanimouſly approve 
of the above report, and made ſome additions thereto 


Adjournment, _ | | My 
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May 24. 1787. Self mth. 


gederunt. | | L | 
The appeal of Mr Rattray at Dalrulzian, agreed to be 
taken up to-morrow. 


The overtures anent the ſale of the right of patronage, 
during a vacancy, conſidered; the General Aſſembly 
declare their high diſapprobation of all Simoniacal 
practices; and, as ſeveral Synods had expreſſed their 
fears, that the ſale of a patronage in the time of a va- 
cancy, had a tendency to introduce ſuch practices, 
appointed a Committee to reviſe the laws concerning 
simony, and to report to the next Aſſembly. He 
The reference from the Synod of Angus and Mearns, 
anent irregular marriages, read and conſidered, and 
unanimouſly remitted to the Procurator and. Agent for 
the Church, to enquire into the circumſtances of this 
particular caſe, and to take ſuch ſteps as ſhould appear 
to them neceſſary, in order to bring the ſeſſion- clerk 
of Edinburgh, or His depute to puniſhment. a 
The Committee on the overture anent licenſing Proba- 
tioners, appointed to meet to-morrow at 10.0'clock. 
The Committee on the queſtion anent the glebe of 
Strichen, appointed to meet this evening at 7 o'clock. 
The Committee for overtures, appointed to meet this 
evening at 7 o'clock.  _ 
The Committee on Mr Frederick Maclaggan's caſe, re- 
newed with the former powers. 
Adjournment. 5 


ä May 25. 1787. Sef. 8th. 

Sederunt. 1 | I, 

The report of the Committee for overtures called for, 
given in and read, and the new overtures tranſmitted 
anent the form of proceſs, appointed to be conſidered 
this day, along with the overtures already before the 
houſe on that ſubject. FIST 

The report of the Committee on the overture anent li- 
cenſing Probationers, called for, given in and read, and 
ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow, and then to 

be conſidered. 7 ps | 
The report of the Committee, appointed by laſt General 
Aſſembly on the overtures anent appeals, fc. given in 
by the Convener of that Committee, read, and ordered 
to lie on the table till to-morrow. 

The Committee for managing the Enzie fund, renewed 
with the former powers. 3 

| . The 
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The report of the Committee appointed to conſider the 


reference from the Synod of Aberdeen, anent the glebe 
of Strichen, given in, read, and approven of. 

The report of the Procurator upon the overture tranſmit- 
ted by laſt Aſſembly, anent the new form of Proceſs, 
called for, and the Procurator heardthereupon ; and after 
reaſoning upon the overtures from the ſeveral Synods 
and Preſbyteries, in reſpect it appeared from the Pro. 
curator's report, that the majority of the Preſbyteries 
of this Church had diſapproved of the faid overture, 
the General Aſſembly diſmiſſed the fame : But as it 
likewiſe appeared, from the reports of Preſbyteries, 
that there was a general opinion prevailing among 
the members of this Church, that ſome alterations 
were neceſſary to be made on the preſent form of pro- 
ceſs ; the General Aſſembly, therefore, unanimouſly 
appointed a Committee to take this ſubject into conſi- 
deration, and to prepare amendments upon the form 
of proceſs, to be reported by them to next Aſſembly ; 
and, that this Committee might be able to under. 
ſtand what the general ſentiments of the Church are 
upon this matter, appointed the ſeveral Preſbyteries 
to fend up their ſentiments thereon, to the Procu- 
rator, Convener of the Committee; on or before the 
Iſt day of October next. | 55 

An appeal of Thomas Rattray of Dalrulzian, Eſq; from a 
ſentence of the Synod of Perth and Stirling in October 
laſt, diſmiſſing a condeſcendence given in by him. as 
totally irrelevant, heard, and the ſentences of the Preſ- 
bytery of Dunkeld unanimouſly reverſed, in ſo far as 
they diſmiſſed the condeſcendence as totally irrelevant : 

Found the facts ſtated in the condeſcendence irrelevant 
For exculpation, and remitted to the Preſbytery to pro- 

ceed in the proof of theſe facts, according to the rules 
of the Church; but found, that it was contrary to the 
form of proceſs, to examine Iſobel Downie upon oath. 

Adjournment. 

May 26. 1987. Sg. gib. 


Sederunt. 


For the better information of Preſbyteries reſpecting the 


refolution of yeſterday, anent the reviſing of the form 
of judicial proceedings of this Church, appointed 
300 copies thereof to be printed, and three copies of 
the ſame to be delivered to each Preſbytery. 


Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon, 


Procurator for the Church, and exonering and diſchar- 
; II "PAR" ring 


ABRIDGCMENT. 1787. 


| 14d, Sterling, diſburſed by him; and appointing, that 
he debit himſelf in his next account with the ſum of 
L. 6:15: 2 Sterling, being the balance in his hands. 
Act approving the account of Mr George Cairncrols, 
Agent for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging 
him of the ſum of L. 257 : 4: 2 Sterling, diſburſed by 
him, and authoriſing him to take credit in his next ac- 
count for the ſum of L. 69: 14: 2 Sterling, being the 
balance due to him, | 
Act approving the account of Mr James Dickſon, Printer 
for the Church. | | | 
Act approving the account of Mr Elphingſton Balfour, 
Stationer for the Church. | | 
The report of the Committee, named to conſider the ap- 


- plications for ſhares of the public money, together 


with the Procurator and Committee's opinion thereon, 
given in, read, and approven of. | 


The Procurator authoriſed to pay Mr Brown, miniſter at 


Newhills, L. 3o this year; and recommended it to the 
next Aſſembly to grant him other L. 30. | | 


The Procurator authoriſed to pay Mr William Mitchell, 


miniſter at Tingwall, the ſum of L. 11 : 7 : 7 Sterling. 


The proceſs of ſuſpenſion depending before the Court of 
Seſſion, between Sir Thomas Dundas, and Mr John 


Scollay, miniſter at St Andrew's, and Deerneſs in Ork- 
ney, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, to carry on and finiſh at the public expence. 
The proceſs of augmentation at the inſtance of Mr James 
Barclay, miniſter at Unſt in Zetland, againſt his heri- 
tors, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, to be carried on at the public expence. 


The Procurator authoriſed to pay Mr Robert Mutter, mi- 
niſter at Kirkcudbright, the ſum of L. 25 Sterling this 


year, and the like ſum of L. 25 Sterling next year, in 
full of his claim. 


The Procurator and Agent for the Church inſtructed to 
take ſuch ſteps as ſhall appear neceſſary to bring the 


proceſs againſt Mr Rattray of Dalrulzian to a final iſſue; 
and empowered the Procurator, if neceſſary, to apply 
to his Majeſty's Advocate, in name of the Venerable 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, for his inſtance. 
The deſire of the petition for Mr Richard Scott, miniſter 
at Ewes, refuſed. OG , 
The petition for Mr Robert Thomſon, miniſter at Kil- 
lean, delayed. 5 | 


ing him and his cautioners, of the ſum of Li 499, 95. 


ä Upon 


— ͤ— RRCO_T 


= + - >- — 
2 Py 
— — 22 6.44.7. 22 ——— * i 14 8 4 - A : T OE - 
> * * - n : | - 
- — — — = l © pong — Pn > = _ — — — — - — - — —— — _ - — —— - pe 
: — — — — : L 1 > < a — = 
— — —— — 5 —— | 

mM a ä 5 "es hos — 

7 


or 
* 


4 BRI DOME VZ. 173). 


Upon a motion, the Procurator and Agent for the Church 

authoriſed to take ſuch ſteps in the proceſs of augmen. 
tation at the inſtance of Mr William Mitchell, miniſter 
at Tingwall, againſt his heritors, preſently depending 
before the Commiſſion of Teinds, as may appear necet᷑ 
ſary for bringing the ſaid proceſs to a final iſſue. 

A repreſentation and petition for the truſtees, and other 
managers of the Scotch Church at Shelburn in the Pro. 
vince of Nova Scotia, in behalf of themſelves, and the 
other Loyaliſts, members of that Church, read; and 
the Aſſembly conſideringy that although the preſent 
ſtate of this country will not permit them to give any 
aid, yet they declare their approbation of the loyalty 
and attachment of the petitioners to this country, and 
to the Church of Scotland, expreſſed in their petition, 
and of their deſign of building a houſe for public wor. 
ſhip ;, encourage them to perſevere in proſecuting their 
pious purpoſe, and empower their Moderator to tran. 
mit to them a copy of this deliverance upon their peti- 
tion. | 1 9 „ 5 

Upon a motion, the General Aſſembly ordered the ſum of 
ten guineas, to be paid to Mr William Murray, as an 

acknowledgment for the trouble which he has had a- 

bout the Sketch of the New Form of Proceſs; and 

authoriſed the Procurator to pay the ſame according- 

The report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion-book given 

in and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approven 
of. The Aſſembly's thanks given from the Chair to 
the Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their faithfulneſs 
and diligence in the affairs committed to them, and 

+ their book ordered to be atteſted. | 

The report of the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiſſion, and preparing inſtructions to them, 
given in, and approved of. The members from the 
Preſbyteries and Burghs, whoſe commiſſions were re- 
jected for informalities, the members in the Commiſſion 
from the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, (which was brought 
up, but owing to an accident not given in to the Aſſem- 
bly), and Dr Hugh Blair in place of the Moderator, 

- were added thereto. | 1 V 

The report of the viſitors ef the Royal Bounty regiſter 
given in, and read. The conduct of the managers ap- 

proved of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. _ 
A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 


year, with a Commiſſion, and inſtructions to them. . 
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The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale atteſted. 

The Synod-book of Fife atteſted. —_— | 

The Aſſembly ordered all the other Synod-books which 
had not been ſent up to this Aſſembly, to be ſent up to 
next Aſſembly, and the Preſbytery-book of Zetland. 

A Committee named on the ſcheme for erecting new pa- 
riſhes in the Highlands and Iſlands. _ WE, 
The report of the truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed by act 
of Parliament, for a proviſion to Miniſters widows, tc. 
containing an account of their proceedings fince laſt Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, and a ſtate of the fund under their ma- 
nagement, given 1n, and ordered to lie on the table till 
next diet; and, upon a motion, the thanks of the houſe 
given to Sir Harry Moncrieff, for his fidelity, attention, 

and prudence in the management of the fund. 

The interim- act and overture anent ordained aſſiſtants, or- 
dered to be continued, and the overture on the ſame 
ſubject, and alſo the overture anent the ordination of 
elders, to be retranſmitted; but diſmiſſed the overture 
anent ſtudents having the Gaelic language. 

The report of the Committee on the overtures anent the li- 
cenſing of Probationers, unanimouſly approven of; ap- 
pointed the ſame to be tranſmitted as an overture, and 
ſpecially enjoined Preſbyteries to take this overture into 

conſideration, in ſufficient time to have their returns ſent 
up to next General Aſſembly, and, in their returns, to 
give an explicit opinion, approving or diſapproving 
of each particular paragraph. „ | 

Upon a motion, the thanks of the houſe given to Dr 
Henry Grieve, for the great trouble he had taken in 
collecting the ſentiments of the Church, with regard 

to the proper rules to be obſerved in licenfing Proba- 
tioners, and in preparing an overture on that ſubject, 
which had received the unanimous approbation of the 


General Aſſembly. ; | 
The overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling anent 
atteſting commiſſions to Elders, agreed to be tranſ- 
mitted. (Vide the printed Acts). : 
The overtures from the Synod of Fife, and Preſbytery of 
Jedburgh anent appeals, ordered to lie on the table. 
The Committee on the overtures anent the ſale of patron- 


age, appointed to meet on Monday at eleven o' clock. 
Journment, _ Woe: | | 


S | May 28. 1787. Se. wlt. 


The report of the Truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed by act 
of Parliament, for a proviſion for Miniſters widows, 


- 
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Oc. again called for, and ordered to be recorded in 


the ſeparate regiſter kept for that purpoſe. 
Liſt of Probationers produced, their names read out, and. 
ordered to be recorded. 

The General Aſſembly, after prayer, depoſed Mr Jani 
Macihtoſh, miniſter of Moy and Dalaroſſie, from the 
office of the holy miniſtry, prohibiting and diſcharging 
him to exerciſe the ſame, or any part thereof, in all 
time coming; ; and ordained the Preſbytery of Inver. 
neſs to cauſe intimate this ſentence from the pulpit of 
the pariſhes of Moy and Dalaroſſie. 

On a motion, it was recommended to the Committee on 


the Royal Bounty, in reſpect of the particular circum- | | 


„ 


ſtances of the united pariſnes of Moy and Dalaroſſie, 


to allow the miſſionary, preſently employed in theſe "2 
pariſhes, to continue on their ſcheme to the Iſt day f 


November next. 


All cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter. 4 


_ © mined by them, referred to the Commiſſion, 
Proteftations admitted. 

A Committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem. 
bly's proceedings, at this and all other diets thereof, 
and to pitch upon ſuch of the acts of the Aſſembly as are 
to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the Aſſembly, and his 1 
ſty's Commiſſioner. 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Affair | 

Act appointing next meeting of the Aſſembly. . 


The Aſſembly concluded with prayer, finging of a 1 


and pronouncing the bleſſing. 


| 


